
In the Language A: Literature course, students will learn about the 
various manifestations of literature as a powerful mode of writing 
across cultures and throughout history. 

They will explore and develop an understanding of factors that 
contribute to the production and reception of literature, such as:
1.	 the creativity of writers and readers
2.	 the nature of the interaction with the writers’ and readers’ 

respective contexts and with literary tradition
3.	 the ways in which language can give rise to meaning and/or effect
4.	 the performative and transformative potential of literary creation 

and response.

Through close analysis of literary texts in a number of forms and 
from different times and places, students will consider their own 
interpretations, as well as the critical perspectives of others. In turn, 
this will encourage the exploration of how viewpoints are shaped by 
cultural belief systems and how meanings are negotiated within them. 
Students will be involved in processes of critical response and creative 
production, which will help shape their awareness of how texts work to 
influence the reader and how readers open up the possibilities of texts. 
With its focus on literature, this course is particularly concerned with 
developing sensitivity to aesthetic uses of language and empowering 
students to consider the ways in which literature represents and 
constructs the world and social and cultural identities.

Language A: Literature (English, German, Italian, Polish, Spanish)
I. Course description and aims II. Curriculum model overview

Readers, writers and texts 
Works are chosen from a variety of literary forms. The study 
of the works could focus on the relationships between literary 
texts, readers and writers as well as the nature of literature and 
its study. This study includes the investigation of the response 
of readers and the ways in which literary texts generate 
meaning. The focus is on the development of personal and 
critical responses to the particulars of literary texts.

Time and space
Works are chosen to reflect a range of historical and/or cultural 
perspectives. Their study focuses on the contexts of literary 
texts and the variety of ways literary texts might both reflect 
and shape society at large. The focus is on the consideration 
of personal and cultural perspectives, the development of 
broader perspectives, and an awareness of the ways in which 
context is tied to meaning.

Intertextuality: connecting texts
Works are chosen so as to provide students with an 
opportunity to extend their study and make fruitful 
comparisons. Their study focuses on intertextual relationships 
between literary texts with possibilities to explore various 
topics, thematic concerns, generic conventions, literary forms 
or literary traditions that have been introduced throughout the 
course. The focus is on the development of critical response 
grounded in an understanding of the complex relationships 
among literary texts.


