
In the Language A: Language and Literature course students will learn 
about the complex and dynamic nature of language and explore both 
its practical and aesthetic dimensions. They will explore the crucial role 
language plays in communication, reflecting experience and shaping 
the world. Students will also learn about their own roles as producers 
of language and develop their productive skills. Throughout the course, 
students will explore the various ways in which language choices, text 
types, literary forms and contextual elements all effect meaning.  Through 
close analysis of various text types and literary forms, students will 
consider their own interpretations, as well as the critical perspectives 
of others, to explore how such positions are shaped by cultural belief 
systems and to negotiate meanings for texts.  Students will engage in 
activities that involve them in the process of production and help shape 
their critical awareness of how texts and visual and audio elements work 
independently or together to influence the audience/reader and how 
audiences/readers open up the possibilities of texts. With its focus on 
a wide variety of communicative acts, the course is meant to develop 
sensitivity to the foundational nature, and pervasive influence, of language 
in the world at large.

The aims of all subjects in studies in Language and Literature are to 
enable students to:
1.	 engage with a range of texts, in a variety of media and forms, from 

different periods, styles, and cultures
2.	 develop skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing, 

presenting and performing 
3.	 develop skills in interpretation, analysis and evaluation 
4.	 develop sensitivity to the formal and aesthetic qualities of texts and an 

appreciation of how they contribute to diverse responses and open up 
multiple meanings

5.	 develop an understanding of relationships between texts and a variety 
of perspectives, cultural contexts, and local and global issues and an 
appreciation of how they contribute to diverse responses and open up 
multiple meanings

6.	 develop an understanding of the relationships between studies in 
language and literature and other disciplines

7.	 communicate and collaborate in a confident and creative way
8.	 foster a lifelong interest in and enjoyment of language and literature.

Language A: Language and Literature (English only)
I. Course description and aim II. Curriculum model overview

Readers, writers and texts 
Non-literary texts are chosen from a variety of sources and 
media to represent as wide a range of text types as possible, 
and literary works are chosen from a variety of literary forms. 
The study of the non-literary texts and literary works focuses 
on the nature of language and communication and the nature 
of literature and its study. This study includes the investigation 
of how texts themselves operate as well as the contexts 
and complexities of production and reception. Focus is on 
the development of personal and critical responses to the 
particulars of communication.

Time and space
Non-literary texts and literary works are chosen from a variety 
of sources, literary forms and media that reflect a range of 
historical and/or cultural perspectives. Their study focuses 
on the contexts of language use and the variety of ways 
literary and non-literary texts might both reflect and shape 
society at large. The focus is on the consideration of personal 
and cultural perspectives, the development of broader 
perspectives, and an awareness of the ways in which context 
is tied to meaning. 

Intertextuality: connecting texts
Non-literary texts and literary works are chosen from a variety 
of sources, literary forms and media in a way that allows 
students an opportunity to extend their study and make fruitful 
comparisons. Their study focuses on intertextual relationships 
with possibilities to explore various topics, thematic concerns, 
generic conventions, modes or literary traditions that 
have been introduced throughout the course. The focus 
is on the development of critical response grounded in an 
understanding of the complex relationships among texts.


